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1. Round 1 

1.1. Reviewer 1 

Reviewer:  
 
Expand on the literature review to establish a stronger rationale for the study. More recent studies (post-2020) should be 

included to underscore the timeliness and relevance of the research. 
The research questions could be stated more concisely in the introduction to guide the reader through what the study intends 

to address explicitly. 
Clarify the rationale for choosing purposive sampling and its suitability for this study’s goals. Discuss any biases this method 

might introduce. 
Elaborate on the selection and handling of the control group. Discuss how equivalence was ensured at baseline between the 

control and intervention groups. 
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Strengthen the conclusion to reflect on the study's implications more decisively and suggest clear next steps or practical 
applications based on the findings. 

 
Response: Revised and uploaded the manuscript. 
 

1.2. Reviewer 2 

Reviewer:  
 
Both interventions are well-detailed, but ensure that each session’s specific activities align clearly with the stated therapeutic 

goals. This will help in replicability. 
For each psychological measure used, ensure there is a justification for its selection, particularly how each measure's validity 

and reliability are established in the context of your sample demographic. 
The use of mixed ANOVA is appropriate; however, discuss any assumptions checked, any violations, and how they were 

addressed in the analysis. 
Ensure that results are presented clearly with appropriate statistical details. Tables should be concise and focus on the most 

relevant data. 
The discussion should more robustly connect your findings to existing literature, discussing both consistencies and 

discrepancies. This strengthens the study's positioning within the field. 
Highlight how your findings advance theoretical knowledge about play therapy's effects on anxiety and executive 

functioning. 
Update and check all citations and references for accuracy and adherence to the journal’s style. Ensure all references are 

current and relevant. 
Conduct a thorough proofreading to correct any grammatical errors and improve sentence structure for better readability. 
 
Response: Revised and uploaded the manuscript. 
 

2. Revised 

Editor’s decision after revisions: Accepted. 
Editor in Chief’s decision: Accepted. 
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