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Abstract

Background and Aim: Despite decades of research, there is no consensus on the Keywords:
factors that explain the relationship between drug abuse and criminal behavior. Criminal behavior,
Evolving sophistication in research methodology has identified factors associated with lifestyle, addiction

drug abuse and crime involvement. However, exploration of the specific factors that
contribute to initiating, maintaining, and ceasing drug abuse and criminal behavior
over time, in culture, and in social context remains largely unknown. Methods: In this
research, the grounded theory approach was used to develop an explanatory model
based on the reported experiences of 30 men who were referred to addiction treatment  * corresponding author
centers, all of whom had a history of participating in drug abuse and crime. Results: = m_tamadoni@azad.ac.ir
Using thematic content analysis, a distinct model emerged. The model portrays drug
abuse and crime involvement as a lifestyle based on a bio-psycho-social framework.
The path model describes a combination of person-centered and context-specific
constructs as influencing factors in the etiology, persistence, stability, and re-
engagement. This model was used in case studies to compare and contrast the
application of the path model with the theories in the literature. Conclusion: The
research showed that the relationship between drug abuse and criminal behavior
includes complex personal, cultural, and social factors that form the drug-crime
lifestyle instead of a simple causal model. Furthermore, existing theoretical models
interact to explain individuals' experiences at distinct periods during their involvement
in drug-crime lifestyles. The proposed bio-psycho-social model found common
underlying psychological vulnerabilities across the two cultural samples that
contribute to involvement in drug-crime lifestyles. However, different social, familial,
cultural, and societal factors affect communication throughout life. This complexity
emphasizes the need for multimodal and systemic treatment methods that include
family and culture and the need for psychosocial support services associated with
treatment provided among drug-abusing offenders for reintegration into society.
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Introduction

Investigating the relationship between drug
abuse and crime is one of the most important
topics in criminology and social sciences
research literature. Many studies have
confirmed this relationship (Bennet &
Halloway, 2006; Chaiken & Chaiken, 1982;
McBride & Swarts, 1990; Sullivan &
Hamilton, 2007; Welte, Zhang, & Wieczorek,
2001; Mohajerpour et al., 2013; Ghorbani et al.,
2013). Although researchers have tried to
establish a cause-and-effect relationship
between drug abuse and criminal behavior,
finding evidence for a causal relationship is
difficult. (White & Gorman, 2000)
Nevertheless, after decades of research and
contradictory  findings, researchers have
accepted that: 1. Internationally, the number of
drug abusers among detainees is higher; 2.
Drug abusers are more likely to engage in
criminal behavior and 3. Arrestees often report
drug-related offending (Goldstein, 1985;
Inciardi, 1986; McBride & Swarts, 1990).
These findings show that if there is a causal
relationship between mood and crime, giving a
warning is the best conceptualization of its
dynamics and interrelationship rather than
investigating a one-way relationship (Welte,
Zhang, & Wieczorek, 2001). In other words,
although drug abuse can increase the capacity
to commit crime, crime can also increase the
likelihood of alcohol and drug abuse. Despite
this, even examining the drug-crime
relationship as a dynamic and interrelationship
of the influence and influence of culture and
socio-political context on consumption and
involvement in crime, including the period of
withdrawal from drugs or both (Robinson &
Burridge, 2003).

The research examines the relationship
between drugs and crime beyond the one-way
causal relationship and considers situational
contexts, economic pressure, and drug effects
to explain the relationship. (Prendergast,
Huang, & Hser, 2008; H). Studies in this
direction have proposed four theoretical
models: 1. Crime is the cause of substance use;
2. The substance is the cause of the crime; 3.
Causal agents model in which substances and
mass are the common causal agent and 4.

Synchronous model in which the link between
substances and mass is coincident with each
other.

Each of these four models considers the field
with only one aspect of mass and material
relationship. Over time and with the increase of
research, the factors that contribute to crime,
substance use and the environment in both are
recognized as complex and dynamic factors.
(Bennett & Halloway, 2006; French, McGeary,
Chitwood, & McCoy, 2000; Sullivan &
Hamilton, 2007). Due to the inherent nature of
the models, they have been criticized for their
algebraic view, the classification framework of
substance use and drug consumption that
ignores the context and human agency.
(Comber & Moyle, 2014; Sampson & Laub,
2005).

Also, technological developments and the
expansion of the use of communication
technologies such as the Internet, satellite and
communication with the modern world, the
spread of education and university education
have made the youth of our society look for
new values and patterns for their lives, in other
words, they are looking for new lifestyles.
(Poorafkari, 2011). Consumption is based on
understanding and  valuation  method
(Salehabadi, 2012); therefore it is a choice that
arises from attitudes, values and tastes.
Consumption is a symbol of the characteristics
through which a person is judged, and lifestyle
is a construction of the sum of social situations
based on the same personal choices. The
principle of choice is born of equal
opportunities in the modern world (Fazeli,
2018).

This research aims to investigate the
relationship between the criminal lifestyle of
young people and the tendency to use drugs. In
other words, this research seeks to answer the
question, what is the relationship between drug
abuse and criminal lifestyle?

Method

The method of this qualitative research is
grounded theory. The chosen qualitative
method is consistent with the narrative
approach of Leahry (2014). That is, the
participants' understanding of how the
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relationship between drugs and crime started,
changed, stopped, and restarted during their life
course  was investigated. From the
phenomenological point of view, the aim of the
study was to investigate the relationship
between drug abuse and crime among adult
male addicts who refer to addiction treatment
centers. According to the grounded theory
approach, a non-probability theoretical
sampling method was used to investigate the
drug-crime relationship in the target
population. The initial step to determine the
sample size was to engage in a purposive
sampling process by developing a set of
predetermined selection criteria based on the
following  characteristics.  The  studied
population in this research were drug addicts
who referred to related centers for addiction
treatment. The sample group was 30 people
based on theoretical saturation.

Research tools

1. Interview: The tool used in this research was
a semi-structured in-depth interview. All
participants were asked the same questions, but
they were free to answer the questions however
they wanted. In this research, the researcher
started the interview with open and general
questions that are based on the subject and flow
of the research and were prepared in advance,
and based on the participants' answers, the next
question was asked. The focus of the interview
questions was derived from the concepts of
specialized theories in the area of the criminal
lifestyle and drug abuse, theories and
experiences of the supervisor and previous
studies (questionnaire developed by the
researcher).

Results

Participants' narratives of their involvement in
a drug-crime lifestyle were best depicted as a
developmental trajectory model; That is, in
adulthood, they realized that their involvement
in drug abuse and crime had evolved over time
but ultimately resulted in a lifestyle choice. A
lifestyle choice develops that is dynamic,
multifactorial and includes periods of
withdrawal and re-engagement with drug abuse
and criminal behavior. In retrospect, these
participants understood their lifestyle choices
from a  biopsychosocial  perspective.
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Participants believed that they had inherent
psychological vulnerabilities related to poor
self-regulation skills, which they believed
contributed to a range of challenges in the
social sphere in which their early growth and
development occurred. Participants described a
childhood history of conformity-related
problems, exemplified by challenging
mainstream society's norms, values, and
behavioral expectations, which contributed to
their early experience of social exclusion.

From this initial foundation, although most
participants reported growing up in a
supportive and social family system, they
described the impact that was shaped by
interactions in various social contexts (eg,
school, career, sports) and relationships.
Contexts perpetuate a drug-criminal lifestyle or
promote social activities. However, for the
participants in this study, the interaction and
influence of positive social ties such as the
family system, school, structured recreational
activities, employment, and marriage only
delayed the onset of their investment in the
drug lifestyle, not preventing their
involvement. In sum, participation in healthy
social roles and relationships (eg, marriage,
parenting, and employment) decreases when a
person becomes involved in and invests in a
drug-crime lifestyle. Additionally, it appears to
have contributed to re-engagement in drug
crime. Even if withdrawal attempts occurred,
the family was considered an important
resource without a social support base. Peers
and opportunities to develop mastery through
conformity attempts to quit were unaffected.
Discussion and conclusion

The participants' initiation of criminal behavior
and drug abuse was the most consistent theme
that emerged from the study. That is, many
participants are involved in a drug-crime
lifestyle early on, and this lifestyle framework is
modeled, condoned, and encouraged within the
immediate and extended family system.

Despite all participants being assured of
confidentiality and informed that participation in
the study would not have any positive or
negative impact, there is still a possibility that
participants may have intentionally
misrepresented information/events.

Winter 2022, Vol 4, No 4
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Furthermore, it is acknowledged that self-report
data can be problematic for those who could be
considered career criminals or those with long-
term involvement in offending and drug abuse,
due to inherent problems with memory and
recall over time. In particular, the internal
consistency and validity of the data may be
compromised by repeated engagement in similar
activities and repeated states of intoxication,
possibly impairing memory recall (Delisi et al.,
2011). Therefore, incomplete or incorrect
recollection of information may have occurred.
Ultimately, however, there is no way to avoid

subjective self-report in research that examines
the natural history of drug abuse and crime.
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