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Background and Aim: Critical thinking is found in most of questions asked
about higher education and professional development. Thus, it is crucial to pay
attention to it during the education period and during acquiring it in the
educational system, so that the graduates in addition to specialized knowledge
also acquire the ability to reproduce and enhance the science. The aim of this
study is to review the views and experiences of Iranian experts on the effective
components in enhancing the critical thinking disposition. Methods: The present
study examines and formulates a conceptual framework of critical thinking
disposition in graduate students. The type of research is fundamental-theoretical
with a qualitative approach. The statistical population of the study includes
experts in various fields, working in the area of critical thinking. Eleven experts
were selected purposefully using the snowball method and were interviewed.
Semi-structured interviews were used to collect data on the components
affecting critical thinking disposition. Interviews were often oral (except for one
case in which they responded in writing form). They were recorded, transcribed,
and analyzed using the fuzzy Delphi method. Results: Data analysis showed that
among the initial indicators obtained from the research background (emotional
regulation, level of assertiveness, moral intelligence, wisdom), two indicators of
moral intelligence and wisdom were not approved by experts and among the
approved variables, the highest priority belonged to emotional regulation
variable. Conclusion: Four variables of questioning spirit, communication
skills, cognitive abilities and learning style were extracted from the text of the
interviews and added to the conceptual framework.
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