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Objective: In an era marked by unprecedented globalization, understanding its impact 

on the most fundamental unit of society—the family—becomes crucial. This study aims 

to explore the multifaceted ways in which globalization influences family traditions and 

values, focusing on how global cultural flows, technological advancements, economic 

factors, and intergenerational dynamics reshape familial practices and beliefs. 

Methods and Materials: Employing a qualitative research design, this study gathered 

data through semi-structured interviews with 20 participants from diverse cultural 

backgrounds. The participants were selected to cover a broad age range and varied levels 

of exposure to globalization. Data collection continued until theoretical saturation was 

achieved. Thematic analysis was utilized to identify key themes and categories within 

the data, offering in-depth insights into the participants' experiences and perceptions. 

Findings: Five main themes were identified: Global Cultural Exchange, Technological 

Impact, Intergenerational Dynamics, Cultural Adaptation and Resistance, and Economic 

Influences. Each theme encapsulated several categories and concepts, highlighting the 

complex interplay between global and local influences on family life. Key findings 

include the selective adoption of global cultural elements, the transformative role of 

technology in family interactions, the negotiation between traditional and global values 

across generations, active engagement in cultural adaptation, and the significant impact 

of economic factors on family traditions and values. 

Conclusion: The study reveals that globalization exerts a profound and multifaceted 

influence on family traditions and values, leading to a dynamic process of adaptation, 

preservation, and transformation. Families are shown to be active agents in navigating 

the complexities of global and local cultural streams, demonstrating resilience and 

adaptability in the face of global cultural and economic pressures. The findings 

underscore the importance of understanding the nuanced impacts of globalization on the 

microcosm of family life, contributing to the broader discourse on cultural continuity 

and change in a globalized world. 

Keywords: Globalization, Family Traditions, Family Values, Cultural Adaptation, 

Intergenerational Dynamics, Technological Impact, Economic Influences. 
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1 Introduction 

he progress of globalization has ushered in an era of 

unprecedented interconnectedness, reshaping the 

economic, social, and cultural landscapes of societies 

worldwide. This global integration has facilitated the 

exchange of ideas, values, and traditions among diverse 

cultures, leading to a complex tapestry of global and local 

influences. While the economic and technological 

dimensions of globalization have been extensively studied, 

its impact on the microcosm of family traditions and values 

warrants a deeper exploration. Families, as fundamental 

units of society, are the crucibles within which traditions are 

preserved, adapted, or sometimes abandoned in the face of 

global cultural currents (Elsaesser et al., 2017; Winarnita, 

2019). 

The transformation of cultural values and the persistence 

of traditional practices in the face of modernization and 

global influences have been extensively explored by many 

researchers (Delkhamoush, 2009; Grolnick et al., 1997; 

Samania, 2011; Zhang et al., 2022). For example, Inglehart 

and Baker’s (2000) seminal work on modernization and 

cultural change emphasizes the resilience of traditional 

values amidst sweeping global changes, suggesting a non-

linear process of cultural adaptation (Inglehart & Baker, 

2000). This perspective is particularly relevant to our study, 

as it highlights the complex interplay between global 

influences and the enduring nature of family traditions and 

values. The persistence of traditional values, as they argue, 

reflects the deeply ingrained cultural practices that continue 

to shape individual and family life, even in an increasingly 

globalized world (Parsakia, Rostami, Darbani, et al., 2023; 

Parsakia, Rostami, Saadati, & Navabinejad, 2023). 

In this regard, globalization's impact on consumer 

attitudes and cultural exchanges has been a topic of 

significant interest within the academic community. Alden, 

Steenkamp, and Batra (2006) offer insights into consumer 

attitudes towards marketplace globalization, highlighting the 

complexities of global and local interplays in shaping 

consumer preferences (Alden et al., 2006). Their research 

underscores the dual forces of global homogenization and 

local differentiation, a dynamic that is mirrored in the 

context of family traditions and values. Similarly, the 

process of cultural globalization involves not only the 

dissemination of global cultural products but also the 

reinterpretation and integration of these influences within 

local cultural frameworks (Alden et al., 2006). 

Further expanding on the theme of cultural traditions in 

the context of globalization, Kim (2016) explores the impact 

of global cultural influences on adolescents' value 

orientations. Kim's research sheds light on how young 

individuals navigate the confluence of traditional and global 

values, a dynamic that inevitably impacts family traditions 

and cultural transmission. The findings from Kim's study are 

instrumental in understanding the generational nuances of 

cultural adaptation and the role of globalization in shaping 

the value orientations of younger family members (Kim, 

2016). 

The internationalization of family firms offers a unique 

lens through which the effects of globalization on family 

values can be examined. Massis et al. (2018) provide a 

comprehensive overview of family firms in the global 

economy, focusing on the determinants, processes, and 

outcomes of their internationalization efforts (Massis et al., 

2018). Their research not only contributes to our 

understanding of family firms' strategic responses to 

globalization but also offers insights into how global 

economic engagements can influence family values and 

traditions. The family firm, as a microcosm of familial and 

economic interests, encapsulates the tensions and synergies 

between maintaining traditional values and embracing 

global opportunities (Khatiwada et al., 2021; Massis et al., 

2018). 

This study aims to build on the existing literature by 

examining how globalization, through its multifaceted 

dimensions, influences family traditions and values. By 

integrating theoretical insights from the fields of marketing, 

sociology, education, and global strategy, our research offers 

a multidimensional understanding of the global-local nexus 

and its implications for family life. Through a qualitative 

exploration of semi-structured interviews, we seek to 

uncover the nuanced ways in which families navigate the 

challenges and opportunities presented by globalization, 

contributing to the broader discourse on cultural adaptation 

and persistence in a globalized world. 

In doing so, this article not only addresses a gap in the 

literature but also responds to the pressing need for a deeper 

understanding of how global forces shape the intimate 

sphere of family traditions and values. As families continue 

to be the bedrock of cultural transmission and adaptation, 

exploring their interaction with global influences provides 

critical insights into the future of cultural diversity and 

cohesion in a globalized society. 

2 Methods and Materials 

T 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3041-8550
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2.1 Study Design and Participants 

This study employs a qualitative research methodology to 

explore the nuanced impacts of globalization on family 

traditions and values. By focusing on the subjective 

experiences and perceptions of individuals, this approach 

allows for a deep, contextual understanding of how global 

influences reshape cultural practices within families. 

Qualitative research is particularly suited to this inquiry due 

to its strength in exploring complex social phenomena and 

generating rich, detailed insights into human behaviors and 

attitudes. 

Participants were purposively selected to ensure a diverse 

representation of experiences related to the impact of 

globalization on family traditions and values. Criteria for 

selection included age, gender, cultural background, and the 

extent of exposure to globalizing influences. The study 

aimed to include a wide range of perspectives to capture the 

multifaceted nature of globalization's effects on family life. 

All participants were provided with an information sheet 

detailing the study's purpose, their rights as participants, and 

the confidentiality measures in place. Informed consent was 

obtained from all participants prior to their participation in 

the study. Participants were also informed of their right to 

withdraw from the study at any point without consequence. 

2.2 Measures 

2.2.1 Semi-Structured Interview 

Data was collected through semi-structured interviews, 

which were designed to offer both guidance and flexibility 

in discussion. This format allowed the researchers to explore 

specific areas of interest while also letting participants 

introduce and elaborate on themes they deemed significant. 

Interviews were conducted until theoretical saturation was 

reached, ensuring that no new themes emerged from 

subsequent interviews. This point of saturation is crucial in 

qualitative research as it indicates that the data collection has 

been thorough and the analysis covers the breadth of the 

topic. 

The interview guide included questions on the following 

topics: 

Perceptions of changes in family traditions and values 

over time. 

Influences of global culture and technology on family 

practices. 

The role of intergenerational communication in the 

transmission of cultural values. 

Challenges and opportunities presented by globalization 

to maintaining family traditions. 

Interviews ranged from 45 to 60 minutes and were 

conducted in a setting chosen by the participant to ensure 

comfort and confidentiality. All interviews were audio-

recorded with the participant's consent and later transcribed 

verbatim for analysis. 

2.3 Data Analysis 

The data was analyzed using thematic analysis, a method 

well-suited for identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns 

(themes) within data. The analysis was conducted in an 

iterative process, moving back and forth between the dataset, 

the coded extracts of data, and the analysis of the themes. 

This process ensured a comprehensive understanding of the 

data in relation to the research question. 

3 Findings 

The demographic characteristics of the participants in this 

study reflect a diverse cross-section of individuals, 

encompassing a variety of ages, cultural backgrounds, and 

experiences with globalization. In total, 20 participants were 

involved in the research, consisting of an equal gender 

distribution with 10 males and 10 females. The age range of 

participants was broad, including five individuals aged 18-

25, seven individuals aged 26-40, five individuals aged 41-

55, and three individuals over the age of 55, ensuring a wide 

range of life experiences and perspectives on family 

traditions and values in the context of globalization. 

Participants hailed from a variety of cultural backgrounds, 

with four identifying as East Asian, five as South Asian, four 

as African, three as European, and four as Latin American. 

Additionally, the participants varied in their exposure to 

global influences, with eight reporting high exposure 

through travel or living abroad, seven reporting moderate 

exposure through media and internet, and five reporting low 

exposure, primarily engaging with global culture through 

local adaptations. 

Table 1 

The Results of Qualitative Analysis 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3041-8550
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Categories Subcategories Concepts (Open Codes) 

Global Cultural Exchange Media Influence - Consumption of global media content- Preference for international entertainment- 
Language acquisition 

 Global Education Opportunities - Studying abroad- Online learning platforms- Cross-cultural exchanges 

 International Cuisine - Introduction of foreign cuisines- Changes in dietary habits- Fusion foods 

 Fashion and Lifestyle - Adoption of global fashion trends- Influence on personal style- Global brands 
popularity 

Technological Impact Digital Communication - Social media connections- Decrease in face-to-face communication- Online family 
gatherings 

 Access to Information - Ease of learning about other cultures- Information overload- Misinformation and 
cultural stereotypes 

Intergenerational Dynamics Transmission of Traditions - Rituals and celebrations- Storytelling- Language teaching 

 Cultural Identity and Belonging - Sense of belonging- Identity crisis- Hybrid identities 

 Respect for Elders - Changes in traditional roles- Care for elderly family members- Interdependence 

within family 

Cultural Adaptation and 

Resistance 

Adoption of New Practices - Celebration of international holidays- Incorporation of global values- Changing 

gender roles 

 Preservation of Original 

Traditions 

- Efforts to maintain cultural heritage- Resistance to change- Role of community in 

tradition upkeep 

Economic Influences Consumerism and Materialism - Influence of global market- Shifts in consumption patterns- Status symbols through 

brands 

 Work and Family Balance - Impact of global economy on work hours- Remote work opportunities- Financial 

pressures on families 

 Migration for Economic 

Opportunities 

- Diaspora and family separation- Remittances and financial support- Cultural 

assimilation and loss 

 

Our research identified five main themes related to the 

influence of globalization on family traditions and values. 

Each theme encompasses several subthemes, revealing the 

complex interplay between global influences and family 

dynamics. 

Global Cultural Exchange emerged as a prominent theme, 

highlighting the extensive reach of global media, education, 

cuisine, and fashion into the fabric of family life. For 

instance, the subtheme of Media Influence reflects the 

significant impact of global entertainment on family 

members, with one participant noting, “Our family movie 

nights have transitioned from local films to a mix of 

Hollywood and international cinema, broadening our 

perspectives.” The Global Education Opportunities 

subtheme underscores the increasing trend of studying 

abroad, captured by a respondent’s remark: “My daughter’s 

study abroad experience wasn’t just an education for her but 

for our entire family, as she shared insights about different 

cultures with us.” Similarly, the integration of International 

Cuisine into family meals illustrates the blending of global 

and local traditions, with another participant observing, 

“Friday dinners now often feature dishes from around the 

world, introducing us to new tastes and stories behind these 

cuisines.” 

The Technological Impact theme encapsulates how 

digital advancements shape family connections and access 

to information. Digital Communication tools, as one 

interviewee expressed, “have bridged the distance between 

our family members abroad, though at times, they reduce our 

in-person interactions.” The Access to Information 

subtheme further reveals both the benefits and challenges of 

the information age, with families feeling more connected to 

global currents yet wary of misinformation. 

Intergenerational Dynamics play a crucial role in how 

globalization affects family traditions. The Transmission of 

Traditions subtheme illustrates the evolving nature of 

cultural practices, as one elder stated, “I worry about our 

traditions fading, but I see my grandchildren incorporating 

them in new ways.” Cultural Identity and Belonging 

emerged as a critical concern, particularly among younger 

family members navigating their identities in a globalized 

world. 

Cultural Adaptation and Resistance reflects families’ 

varied responses to globalization. While some embrace 

Adoption of New Practices, integrating new holidays and 

values, others steadfastly engage in the Preservation of 

Original Traditions, as highlighted by a participant: “We 

make a conscious effort to maintain our cultural heritage, 

ensuring our children understand their roots even as they 

grow up in a globalized environment.” 

Lastly, Economic Influences shed light on the material 

and work-related changes families face. The subtheme of 

Consumerism and Materialism was illustrated by a 

respondent’s concern: “The global culture of consumerism 

is challenging our family’s values, pushing us towards 

materialism.” Meanwhile, Migration for Economic 

Opportunities underscores the emotional and cultural costs 

of economic migration, as one family member shared, 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3041-8550
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“Leaving home for work abroad has fragmented our family, 

but it’s a sacrifice we make for a better future.” 

4 Discussion and Conclusion 

Our qualitative investigation into the influence of 

globalization on family traditions and values identified five 

main themes: Global Cultural Exchange, Technological 

Impact, Intergenerational Dynamics, Cultural Adaptation 

and Resistance, and Economic Influences. Each theme 

encapsulated a range of categories with specific concepts 

that provided nuanced insights into how global forces are 

reshaping familial practices and beliefs. These themes 

collectively underscore the complex interplay between 

global and local cultural elements, technological 

advancements, economic factors, and the transmission of 

values across generations, illustrating the multifaceted 

nature of globalization's impact on family life. 

Global Cultural Exchange emerged as a critical theme, 

highlighting the significant influence of global media, 

education, cuisine, and fashion on family traditions. 

Categories within this theme included Media Influence, with 

concepts like consumption of global media content and 

preference for international entertainment; Global Education 

Opportunities, featuring studying abroad and online learning 

platforms; International Cuisine, which noted the 

introduction of foreign cuisines into family meals; and 

Fashion and Lifestyle, observing the adoption of global 

fashion trends and brands. This theme illustrated the breadth 

of cultural influences that globalization introduces into 

family life, fostering a blend of global and local practices. 

Technological Impact focused on the ways digital 

communication and access to information are transforming 

family interactions and cultural transmission. The categories 

under this theme were Digital Communication, covering 

concepts such as social media connections and the decline in 

face-to-face family gatherings, and Access to Information, 

which included the ease of learning about other cultures and 

the challenges of navigating misinformation. This theme 

underscored the pivotal role of technology in connecting 

families across distances while also presenting new 

challenges in maintaining authentic interpersonal 

connections. 

Intergenerational Dynamics highlighted the negotiation 

between preserving traditional values and adapting to new 

ones, particularly across different family generations. 

Categories in this theme included Transmission of 

Traditions, with concepts like rituals, storytelling, and 

language teaching; Cultural Identity and Belonging, 

focusing on issues of identity crisis and hybrid identities; and 

Respect for Elders, emphasizing changes in traditional roles 

and intergenerational care. This theme captured the 

complexities of cultural continuity and change within 

families, underscoring the active role of both elders and 

younger members in shaping family traditions in a 

globalized context. 

Cultural Adaptation and Resistance revealed how 

families actively navigate the global cultural landscape, 

adopting new practices while striving to maintain core 

traditions. This theme comprised categories such as 

Adoption of New Practices, with concepts like the 

celebration of international holidays and changing gender 

roles, and Preservation of Original Traditions, highlighting 

efforts to maintain cultural heritage and community roles in 

tradition upkeep. This theme reflected the dynamic nature of 

cultural adaptation, where families engage in both 

embracing and resisting global influences. 

Economic Influences examined the ways in which global 

economic trends and opportunities impact family values and 

practices. Categories within this theme included 

Consumerism and Materialism, addressing the influence of 

global markets on consumption patterns; Work and Family 

Balance, focusing on the impact of global economic 

pressures on family life; and Migration for Economic 

Opportunities, which covered diaspora, remittances, and the 

cultural assimilation and loss experienced by migrant 

families. This theme illustrated the economic dimensions of 

globalization's impact on families, from consumer behaviors 

to the challenges of balancing work and family commitments 

in a globalized economy. 

Global Cultural Exchange as a theme underscores the 

significant role of media and global education in shaping 

family values and traditions. This aligns with the 

observations of Alden, Steenkamp, and Batra (2006), who 

note the dual impact of global marketplace dynamics, 

facilitating both the adoption of global consumer attitudes 

and the preservation of local preferences. Our study extends 

this understanding to the realm of family traditions, 

illustrating how global media not only introduces families to 

a diversity of cultural practices but also prompts a reflective 

assessment of their own traditions. 

Technological Impact, particularly through digital 

communication, resonates with the broader discourse on 

technology's role in shaping human interactions. The 

findings that highlight a shift towards digital family 

gatherings and the increased role of social media in 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3041-8550
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maintaining familial ties complement the discussions by 

Alden, Steenkamp, and Batra (2006) on the globalization of 

consumer attitudes and the mediated nature of cultural 

exchanges. The technological mediation of family 

relationships, while fostering global connections, also raises 

questions about the depth and authenticity of these digitally 

facilitated bonds. 

The theme of Intergenerational Dynamics reflects 

Inglehart and Baker’s (2000) and Parsakia et al. (2023) thesis 

on the persistence of traditional values amidst global cultural 

shifts. Our findings suggest that while globalization 

introduces new values and practices into the family sphere, 

the transmission of traditional values remains robust, often 

adapting to incorporate global perspectives. This 

adaptability underscores the non-linear nature of cultural 

change, where globalization does not simply erode 

traditional values but rather contributes to the evolution of 

family traditions in a global context (Inglehart & Baker, 

2000; Parsakia, Rostami, Darbani, et al., 2023). 

The study’s insights into Cultural Adaptation and 

Resistance highlight the active role families play in 

navigating the influences of globalization. This echoes 

Kim’s (2016) findings on adolescents' value orientations in 

the face of global cultural influences, suggesting that the 

process of cultural adaptation is not passive but involves 

active negotiation between global and local values (Kim, 

2016). Families, as our study shows, are not mere recipients 

of global cultural flows but are active agents in reinterpreting 

and integrating these influences into their traditions and 

values. 

Lastly, the Economic Influences theme resonates with the 

work of Massis et al. (2018) on family firms’ engagement 

with the global economy. Just as family firms navigate the 

tensions between global economic opportunities and the 

preservation of family-centric values, families, in general, 

are influenced by global economic trends, including 

consumerism and the pursuit of economic opportunities 

abroad (Massis et al., 2018). The findings suggest that 

economic aspects of globalization exert a profound influence 

on family priorities, values, and the structure of family life 

itself. 

Our study systematically explored the multifaceted 

influences of globalization on family traditions and values, 

uncovering significant themes such as global cultural 

exchange, technological impact, intergenerational dynamics, 

cultural adaptation and resistance, and economic influences. 

We found that globalization introduces a complex array of 

global cultural elements into family practices, leading to a 

dynamic interplay between the adoption of new practices 

and the preservation of traditional values. Technological 

advancements have reshaped familial interactions, 

promoting global connectivity at the expense of traditional 

face-to-face gatherings. Intergenerational dynamics reveal 

an ongoing negotiation between the preservation of 

traditional values and the incorporation of new, globally 

influenced practices. Furthermore, the study highlighted 

how families are active agents in mediating the impact of 

globalization, demonstrating resilience and adaptability in 

the face of cultural and economic changes. 

In conclusion, this research contributes to a nuanced 

understanding of how globalization impacts family 

traditions and values, emphasizing the complexity of 

cultural adaptation and persistence. Families, as the 

foundational units of society, are not passive recipients of 

global influences but actively negotiate their cultural identity 

in a rapidly changing global landscape. Our findings 

underscore the resilience of family traditions and the 

adaptability of values in response to global cultural and 

economic pressures, offering insights into the ongoing 

evolution of familial practices in the context of 

globalization. 

This study is subject to several limitations. Firstly, the 

qualitative nature and the limited sample size restrict the 

generalizability of the findings. The diversity of cultural 

backgrounds, while a strength, also means that specific 

cultural nuances might influence the results, which may not 

be applicable across all global contexts. Additionally, the 

reliance on semi-structured interviews, although rich in 

detail, may be influenced by participants' self-reporting 

biases and their interpretations of family traditions and 

values. 

Future research should aim to address the limitations of 

this study by expanding the sample size and incorporating 

quantitative methods to generalize the findings across 

different cultural and geographical contexts. Longitudinal 

studies could provide deeper insights into how globalization 

influences evolve over time within families. Further 

exploration into the role of digital media and technology in 

shaping family traditions and values could also enrich our 

understanding of these complex dynamics. 

The findings of this study have practical implications for 

policymakers, educators, and cultural organizations seeking 

to support families in navigating the challenges of 

globalization. Programs that facilitate intergenerational 

dialogue and cultural education can help preserve traditional 

values while embracing positive aspects of global influence. 

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3041-8550
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Additionally, promoting digital literacy among families can 

enhance the benefits of technological advancements while 

mitigating potential drawbacks. Understanding the 

resilience and adaptability of family traditions in the face of 

globalization can inform the development of policies and 

initiatives that support cultural diversity and cohesion in a 

globalized world. 
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